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ence. This conduct of theirs, together with their adopting for
a time the name of "Popolano" and erasing the family arms
from their palace, was never forgiven by the elder branch.

After the elder branch had been thus driven out, Lorenzo,
who was a man of very mediocre abilities, became (as the
reward for his conduct towards the elder branch of his
family) a member of the Government. But the position only
served to demonstrate his want of any capacity, and he was
merely one among other nonentities who nominally niled
Florence while all the real power was wielded by Savonarola,

And this was undoubtedly the reason why the Pope was
able so easily to create a party in Florence antagonistic to
Savonarola,8 and possessing the power to bring him to disaster.
Men of the mental calibre of Lorenzo, composing nominally
the ruling body of the State, but being thrust into the back-
ground by the more able character of Savonarola, resented
this and nourished a jealousy of him which made them ready
to become the Pope's instruments ir order to get rid of him.

Lorenzo and Giovanni took in regard to Savonarola an
exactly similar course to that which they had adopted in the
case of their cousin Pietro, fanning the ill-feeling against the
dominant Prior of San Marco, and endeavouring to derive
advantage for themselves by heading the party who were
being made use of by the Pope to destroy him. And it appears
to have been at their instigation 4 that the attack was made on
San Marco which resulted in Savonarola's imprisonment and
death. These two brothers are therefore flagrantly associated
with one of the most disgraceful episodes in Florentine his-
tory; their conduct being all the more to be condemned be-
cause they took the ignoble part of instigators to the more
prominent actors, they themselves keeping to a large extent"
out of sight.

Upon his brother Giovanni's death in 1498 Lorenzo appro-
priated the latterJs estate of Castello (three miles from Flor-
ence), though it really belonged to the child of a few months
old whom his brother had left. He pretended to hold the